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To 


Mr. Howland Wood, Quratorj;-- 
American Numismatis society;-- 
New York;-- 

Dea r Sir;-- 

I would like to know if there have ever been made any 
age systems now in use, and whether any improvement in them 1s pos- 
Bible. What I have in mind is that while the present plan of making =~ ad 
#11 coins wound and of gold, silver and copper or bronze has come 
down to us from the earliest historical imes, the fact des not by 
any means prove that this method is that best adapted to modern con- 
ditions and requirements. For instance the Chinese copper cash have 
the advantage over our coins of being easily strung on a hook or cord, 
greatly facilitating their handling in-quantities. Has any study s 
ever been made as to whether coins made on a similar plan would be 
advisable for use in this country? o“r silver soins are heavy, the 
dollar is tooolarge for convenience and* the dime too small. They 
tarnish, are inconvenient to handlw, esrecially in picking up 
from a smooth surface, and while originally supposed to be in trin- 
sicaliy worth ee face value, they are actually now only token coins... 
Could not token coins be made of aluminum or bronze which would have 
many practical advantages over our present coins for daily service? 
Machine vending has assumed an important place in our commercial life, 
but the machines have been designed for our existing coins and it is 
by no means certain, in fact, quite probable, that a AR hee of coinage 
could be designed which for use in vending machines would be tar eupe 
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Very maly yours, 
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Chauncey Smith, Esq., 
a. 78 South Pryor Street, acre a | ae 
| Ayah,” ‘Georgia. Ne A alae ae oa 


Dear Bir: « 


Your favor of October. slet at delnd and I read your Lette 
much interest as therein is considerable food for thought. The 
&e. igs a little out of our line, we “Reing more concerned with 
‘ and garbage ‘ 


| the ‘aduyl part , ever porte noinans te teh ear have been ee 
ae Sa ‘globular or round. Ey globular I mean orude lumps) of metal 
i oftentimes rough and shapeless, presenting for the most par 
round or aspherical form. Where coins have started out being 
other than round, they have not continued so for long, such 
‘are early Chinese, Siamese and some barbaric ‘token mOney e In 
years when coins have been made other than round, such ag. ‘fou 
oval, saalloped, &a., they have been done for a purpose, such 
| distinguish gold from silver or private coinage from governmenta 
. ‘coinage, and from what i have learned the resuits have not been 
ey ; SHEP RARENy : 


‘Gola and alive: have been used as a ey of value nied a ‘eire 
lating medium long before coins were thought of, and their use © 
coins is largely an inheritance from this previous state of civ 
tion. Its continued use is due to its comparative freedom from 0 
dation and from deteriovabians Gold also is the most suitable of 

al metals as far as price goes, “Also about the most value for a ¢ 
Jee weight. Copper or some forms of bronze has from the earliest time 
eee been the third medium. This wears and keeps better than most. oth 
. metals. Also the three metals above desoribed are most easily at 
oem sak on eodnant of their color. fae 
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ald other metals have been iced for coinage. Platinum 
whatso: | es was mistaken for silver or nickel. a 


supply was too irregular, and it was too hard to Sotaae: in Susan: 
quantities. Aluminum has been tried several times and abandoned « (an 
i Just‘ why I cin not say offhand. It doesn't weather especially eM ee 
ae good as salts and alkalics affect it . The lead alloys are too . 

: soft. ‘in weathers badly, and its supply is not generally enough. 

Paper, fiber and rubber compositions have been used for tokens, but’ 
having no intrinsic value are not Suchee stil». 


qo. 

8 i ! 
ae ce The Chinese cash may hare ieee cirua un the. face of it, bait 
Pe. in stating these coins one must remember the for over twae Contant 

'  . China used no cther metal than copper, or any other denomination ie 
mo, than the cash. “Their use of gold and silver amcunted to very Tittle/ 


‘and then only by veight. Their idea of stringing their cash was to . ‘ 
make up for their lack of different denominations. Al string of one - 
hundred cabh might answer to our dime, and a atring of one thousand 

cash might anever to cur dodlara. I might say that China is slowly 
abandoning this old eash system, and using more and more eOpEds and 

_ silver coins of different denominations. . 


an other nations have placed « hole in their Coins, it has been 
more for a distinguishing mark than for sinha ca is Seige 
Sede s She eo 
As for the vise cof cot, triia is larrehy «a matter of periods: - 
Ali nations are deing away with the lareer size coins... Ye and very . | 
few other countries now issue silver dollars... Most people do not con- | 
Sider the dime too small, out think it is ae small as any coin should 
be, and you wili know that very few coins in use toscay are rmch 
‘\smalier, and very few coins are mach larger than our half dollar. . | 
' Also to-day ali nations: get aiong with «a few tamer of cenominat ions. 


tidoultodiy our ‘Sudan could caertten! inany books wud pamphlets — 
on the theory of coinage and arguments and expositions for the use of 
this shape or that metal. There is mach material in through articles 
tucked uwauy in varicus numismatics publécations. 


ue 43 The files-of the heated eins Journal of hiteiint oe would give you: 
‘Ae some data or food for thought.» A Joseph Vharton,some years ago, issued 
oe, several pamphlets on’metals used for coinage, and aseaxtbing existing 
ry nickel compositions. A pamphiet by a J. Meyer on ithe Vorldts Honey, 

Bait! Washington, 1878, might contain something to aid you. | as 


Z beg to remain, | . | yee 
Yours very truly, : leas eae tae 


t+ 


‘Curator. 


